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HOMECOMING 2021 

October 2021, Heard AMEC reopened its doors 
to members and friends. Although virtual 
worship is a blessing, allowing us to stay 
connected, there is nothing like being in the 
house of the lord, seeing one another, 
worshiping together. 

As you know, a building does not make us a 
church. We are the church . The building gives 
us the space in which to dwell for a time and 
worship, praise God and take care of the 
business of the church.  What then do the 
following words mean?   “Those that be planted 
in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the 
courts of our God.” To be planted may mean to 
be rooted in the house of our Lord, not merely 
our physical bodies but our mind and soul. 

Covid-19  tried us, tested our faith, but we have 
emerged in victory. We pray for those who have 
lost loved ones. May God comfort them, sustain 
them and renew their strength and faith. 

LOUISE WILSON WMS 
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Sunday, September 19th 
 
The Louise Wilson Women’s Missionary Society, 
under the leadership of President Marge Benson; 
WMS Advisor, Rev. Kamaria Byrd-McAllister; 
and Pastor, Rev. Bryan S. McAllister; celebrated 
their Annual Missionary Day virtually. 
 

President Marge Benson extended a warm welcome 
to everyone on behalf of the pastor, advisor, and the 
officers and members of the Missionary Society. 
She also acknowledged and welcomed the 
“Missionary Leadership on all levels,” including:  
Ann Robinson, Elizabeth Area WMS Chairperson; 
Sarah Leak, New Brunswick District WMS 
Consultant; Wilma Robinson, NJ Conference 
WMS President; Patricia Nira Smith, First 
Episcopal District WMS President and a special 
welcome to our First Episcopal District Supervisor, 
Mother Joan Marla McAllister! 
 
The Call to Worship and Invocation were delivered 
by Pastor Bryan; the Scripture Reading was 
Deuteronomy 15:7-11 and the Introduction of the 
Speaker was done by Diona Cochran.  The music 
ministry was presented virtually by “guest choirs 
and musicians” and the selections included “So 
Glad to be in The Service”; “Have Your Way in 
This Place”; and “He has His Hands on You.”  The 
speaker was our very own First Lady, WMS 
Advisor, Rev. Kamaria, who so graciously accepted 
the invitation to preach for this beautiful occasion!  
Though so much more could have been included in 
her Bio...she is most noted for her “number one 
aspiration…to please God!”  The title of her 
message was “Open Up” wherein she questioned 
that while many churches are sharing their 
reopening dates after 18 months of having “closed 
buildings,” what do they mean by “open?” 

The scripture (Deuteronomy 15:7-11) states that we 
must open our hands…not only financially, but 
spiritually and emotionally to lend enough to meet 
the need whatever it may be to others.  
Unfortunately, “African Americans have shown a 
poverty rate of 19.5% and 13 million children may 
experience food insecurity this year.”  Our hands 
must be open to giving back to the poor and not be 
hard-hearted toward our neighbors.  “It is 
imperative,” preached Rev. Kamaria, “that we 
check our bias, our intentions and our hearts at the 
door” and to “open up” is not a suggestion...but a 
command!”  “It ain’t up for debate…it is part of 
the covenant…it is authentic worship!”  “The 
Lord, our God, will bless you!”  We serve a God 
that is open and will open doors, opportunities, 
relationships, etc. without limitations, without 
boundaries.  She asked…”Are you, your church, 
your organization open?”  We need to             
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“OPEN UP!” 

Final Remarks were presented by Chairperson, Ann 
Robinson; NJ President, Patricia N. Smith and 
Local President, Marge Benson.  President Marge 
extended heartfelt thanks, gratitude and 
appreciation to Pastor Bryan, First Lady Kamaria, 
her “Phenomenal Missionary Sisters and YPD’ers,” 
and especially to the Heard Church Family who 
always so graciously and generously support the 
Louise Wilson Women’s Missionary Society with 
their numerous Mission Projects as they continue to 
strive and work diligently to help those in need! 

Submitted by Pres. Marge Benson & Editor W. Eure 

Marge Benson  
Louise Wilson WMS President 

Photo taken by Sis. Elaine Mosley 
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Pastor Bryan S.  McAllister & First Lady Rev. 
Kamaria Byrd McAllister 
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HEARD AMEC VIRTUAL MEN’S DAY 

Sunday, October 17th, Heard AMEC & friends 
experienced a virtual Men’s Day that was both 
authentic and inspirational.  Brother John Blue 
delivered a heartfelt prayer followed by the 
reading of scripture Mark 10: 42-45. During the 
service, the choir sang 2 uplifting songs, “Falling 
In Love With Jesus”  led by Sis. Helen Boyd and 
“One Day At A Time” led by Sis. Sarah Wilson. 

The Guest Preacher for this occasion was the Rev. 
Terrel McBride, who is Senior Pastor at Murphy 
AMEC in Chester, PA. The title of his message 
was  “I Am Phillip,” citing the scripture Mark 10: 
42-46 . Like Phillip did in this scripture, excited 
that Jesus found him right where he was and 
running to tell his friend Nathaniel, we too ought 
to be excited when Jesus meets us where we are.  

To summarize, we ought to be so grateful and so 
full of love when God meets us where we are that 
we can’t keep it to ourselves; and if the person or 
persons we tell don’t believe how significant 
God’s love was, then we ought to tell them to 
come see for themselves (invite them to the Lord’s 
house) or encourage them through the reading of 
the Word to “Taste and see that the Lord is 
good.” 

Pastor McAllister gave the Benediction. 

Below is a photo of Brother John Blue (r.) (who 
prayed and read scripture) and Rev. McBride.    

P h o t o 
submitted 

by Sis. Elaine 

Mosley 

    Rev. McBride delivering the Preached Word 

             Photo submitted by Sis. Elaine Mosley 

       Photo below submitted by Sis. Tina McGriff 
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T.R. GOYINS INSPIRATIONAL 
ENSEMBLE 35TH ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 

On Sunday October 24th the T.R. Goyins 
Inspirational Ensemble celebrated 35 years of 
music ministry. After a tribute to the Ensemble 
featuring past photographic engagements, Sis. 
Donna Cochran sincerely thanked the members 
for 35 years of “diligence, dedication and loving 
what they do;” Pastor, First Lady, Sis. D’Nean 
Worilds and Sis. Diona Cochran “for putting it 
(the tribute) all together and bringing it to the 
screen;” the musicians, Rev. Christopher Burgess 
and Morris ‘Ed’ James; Sis. Marge Benson who 
did the Anniversary envelopes and Sis. Regina 
Edwards for the announcement broadcasting. 
Dedication was given to the Ensemble namesake 
Rev. T.R. Goyins, deceased member Dorothy 
Staples King and President Lydia Massey. 
Following the dedication the Ensemble sang a few 
of their well-known songs, “Total Praise”, “ I Shall 
Wear A Crown” “Jesus Will.” Rev. Bryan 
McAllister’s sermon title was “A Singing Church” 
and indeed Heard AME is a singing church. Pastor 
read the scripture Ephesians 5:19. Paul says, 
address one another through song and hymns. 
“Paul encourages the whole church to sing not just 
the best singers or the sopranos,” preached Pastor. 
Historically speaking, “singing was not confined to 
church, there was singing during slavery, singing 
on the plantations and singing in the civil rights 
movement. Singing is a ministry. You are reminded 
just how good God is. Somebody is getting the 
message about the gospel of Jesus Christ . People 
are healed. People are delivered.” Surely, the T.R. 
Goyins Inspirational Ensemble has been and will 
continue to be an inspiration and a blessing to the 
Heard Family and friends. 

Following are a few memorable moments of the 
T.R. Goyins  Inspirational Ensemble in concert.
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THE ARCHIVES CORNER 

                    MRS.  BETTY REUBEN 

Sis. Betty Reuben so graciously accepted the 
invitation to share her history at Heard AMEC 
with the church family and friends. 

She was born in Red Springs, North Carolina. 
From there she lived in Linden, NJ before she 
and her family  moved to Edison, NJ. In 1971 she 
came to Heard AMEC due to the encouragement 
of a friend, Sis. Flonnie McLaughlin. At that time 
Rev. Goyins was pastor. 

Mrs. Reuben faithfully served as a member  of 
the Usher Board, Food Store Staff, Sunday 
School, Stewardess Board No. 2, Women’s 
Fellowship and the Culinary Committee. 

Her favorite bible verse is John 3:16 God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten son, so 
that whosoever believes in Him, shall not perish, 
but have everlasting life. Her favorite song is 
“What A Friend We Have In Jesus.” Mrs. Reuben 
shared that she liked all of Heard’s pastors, but 
was especially fond of Rev. Archie Cummings. 

Mr. & Mrs. Reuben have two sons, one Ronald 
who is deceased and the other, Michael who 
served in the Music Ministry at Heard as guitar 
player. 

2021 TRUNK OR TREAT 

On Saturday, October 30 2021 Heard AMEC 
School celebrated their 3rd Annual Trunk or Treat. 
Our Godly duty is to serve the community by 
keeping our children safe and protected. Thank 
you God for all the family and friends who gave 
monetary donations and who came out to  decorate 
their cars and  give out candy to make this day a 
great success! He will send out his angels and from 
every direction under the sky, they will gather ; 
those with whom God has chosen.. . . . Mark 13:17 
Photos follow. 

    

Diana Cochran - “Black Swan”Anecia Angoy - 
“White Swan” Photos by Tiffany McGriff.             6 
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       Trunk Decoration by Lorraine McGriff



 

2021 TRUNK OR TREAT Photos taken by Tiffany & Tina McGriff 

Jerroll Burn- “DJ Jerroll B- JayNique 
Entertainment”



 

   CONDOLENCES TO THE BEREAVED 
 

 

To 

Mr. & Mrs. John Blue 

Who mourn the loss of his sister 

& 

The Family of Frances Thompson 

Who mourn their loss 

& 

Sis. Merenda Clark & Family 

Who mourn the loss of her cousin 

& 

Sis. Wanda Gibbons & Family 

Who mourn the loss of her cousin 

& 
Mr. & Mrs. John Linder 

Who mourn the loss of his sister 

                                      & 

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Pershay 

 Who mourn the loss of their cousin 
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FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-IN 

                                             

Loving God, I pray that you will comfort me in 
my suffering, lend skill to the hands of my 
healers, and bless the means used for my cure. 
Give me such confidence in the power of your 
grace, that even when I am afraid, I may put 
my whole trust in you; through our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

                                 WOMENS DAY.COMSTAFF 

Christmas’ True Meaning 

Let Christmas’ true meaning, 
rise up in you today… 

may you see the real splendor 
of Jesus’ birth on this day. 

May His beauty and grandeur, 
cause your heart to sing 

may the gift of His excellence 
become your eternal spring. 
May His majesty you behold, 

with all dignity and honor 
may the fullness of His truth 
glorify His heavenly Father. 

May the wonder of His grace, 
reveal its magnificence in you 
may the gratefulness you feel 

be in all you say and do. 
Let Christmas’ true meaning, 
bring your Saviour near today 
may you see the need for Him 

today, and every day. 
                                                  

 Deborah Ann Belka                  
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL GIVEAWAY 

On Sunday, August 29, 2021 Heard AMEC (Rev. 
Bryan S. McAllister, Pastor) and The Louise Wilson 
Women’s Missionary Society hosted their Annual 
Back-to-School Giveaway.  WMS President Marge 
Benson, Vice President Melanie Armstrong and 
Advisor, First Lady Kamaria Byrd-McAllister, as 
well as, several other missionaries distributed 
Backpacks to 40 children.  Each backpack was 
completely filled with age-appropriate and grade-
appropriate school supplies.   

 
The Back-to-School Project is just one of many 
Mission Projects that the WMS so graciously and 
willingly organize/coordinate throughout each 
Conference Year.  President Marge states “I, as well 
as, most of my missionary sisters…some of whom 
have been missionaries for 30+ years…strive to 
uphold the WMS Mission Statement and are firm 
believers in it!”… 

 
    “We are called to strengthen our faith and sent to 
continue the ministry of Jesus Christ by service and 
witness in the world!” 

 
“On behalf of The Louise Wilson WMS…sincere 
thanks and profound gratitude to all those who so 
generously and graciously support our work of 
missions.” 

Submitted by President Marge Benson 

Photos taken by Tina McGriff
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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS          
MONTH 

To Heard Family and friends, thank you for your 
continuous support to the Susan G. Komen 
Breast Cancer Fundraiser. 

 D’Nean Worilds & Elaine Mosley 

             HOLIDAY GIFT BASKETS 

CREATED BY ELAINE 

CUSTOMIZED-PERSONALIZED 

FOR MEN, WOMEN & CHILDREN 

FOR PRICING AND TO PLACE ORDERS 

CONTACT ELAINE MOSLEY 

908-208-7559

UNION COUNTY MOBILE 
 COVID  19 VACCINATIONS 

On November 7th the Union County Mobile Unit 
was available to administer Covid Vaccines, 
Boosters, and tests to the members of Heard 
AMEC and our community.140 people received 
their shots and another 22 were tested. Pastor 
Bryan S. McAllister and Doyle Armstrong Sr.  
hosted this wonderful event. 
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Sis. Winnie Smith Eure has written  and 
published her 12th book.  It is both poetry 
and prose and dedicated to her 
granddaughter. Consider adding it to your 
Christmas shopping list. Just  contact  
Winnie  at wineure@comcast.net or 
862-233-1625. You may also order a copy at 
Barnes & Noble or www.wineure.com.     
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2021 UNSUNG HERO 

On August 28, 2021,  The Heard AME Church Lay 
Organization nominated their “President” Arlene 
L. Sumner as 2021 Unsung Hero.  The Unsung 
Hero Luncheon was held at Amici Restorante II in 
Linden, New Jersey from 12pm to 4pm.  
Congratulations Sister Arlene on your achievement 
and accomplishment as our 2021 Unsung Hero. 

Photos taken by Lorraine McGriff 
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