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CONDOLENCES TO THE BEREAVED

Sis. Bertha Peters- Stokes
Who mourns the loss of her husband,
Ronald Stokes

Deepest Sympathy
To
Pastor Bryan S. McAllister & First Lady, Rev.
Kamaria Byrd-McAllister

Sisters Eldrena Hare & Nan Watson &
Lynn Boyd
Who mourn the loss of their sister and aunt,
Mattie Hare

Who mourn the loss of his grandmother,
Mary Lillie Truesdale McAllister

PRAYER FOR THE SICK AND SHUT-IN
Sis. Gail Mason Massey & the Massey Family
Who mourn the loss of her daughter,
Tiffany C. Massey-Kimbrough

The Family of Sis. Jeanette Short
Who mourn their loss

Jesus, you control all the parts of my body,
and you know when they’re not working
at their best. Sickness leaves me stressed
and steals time from all the things I want
to be doing. I’m honest, Lord. I don’t like
to be sick. But times like this also make me
rest in you, so I thank you for this chance
simply to wait on you.
Rebecca B. Jordan

Sis. Louise Harris
Who mourns the loss of her brother,
William S. Taylor
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HEARD AMEC VIRTUAL
101ST ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION
The 101st Anniversary Celebration opened with
the First Lady, Rev. Kamaria Byrd-McAllister &
Pastor, Bryan S. McAllister
welcoming all to
Heard AME Church service. After making
announcements the First Lady introduced the
theme for the day: Giving God Glory Through
A u t h e n t i c Wo r s h i p , P r a i s e , S e r v i c e &
Thanksgiving.

to do.” After Worship through Giving, Pastor
gave the Benediction. Sis. Regina Edwards,
Chairperson of the Historical Commission
w h o p re s i d e d i n p l a n n i n g t h e 1 0 1 s t
Anniversary Celebration along with Pastor
and First Lady and the planning committee,
thanked all who worked and participated to
make the celebration meaningful and
successful. It was truly a beautiful worship
experience.

The service began with worship and praise in song
by Otis Byrd III. He sang a medley of familiar,
beloved songs, “This Is The Day That The Lord
Has Made, “What A Mighty God We Serve” and
“If Your Soul Is Not Anchored In The Lord, You
Will Surely Drift Away.”After the Doxology and
Call to Worship by Sis. Winnie Eure, there was
music ministry featuring the song Holy, Holy, Holy
Lord God Almighty followed by the Invocation by
Bro. Jordan Hassan and prayer response “No
Weapon Formed Against Me Shall Prosper.”
Following the prayer response Bro. Jarelle Mosley
Jr. read the scripture, Romans 8:28 NRSV. Next,
Daniel Sharpe gave the official welcome to the
Heard AMEC 101st Anniversary Celebration.
First Lady presented a special Black History
moment recognizing William H. Heard 35th
consecrated Bishop of the AME Church and from
whom Heard AMEC received its namesake. You
may hear more about him while visiting the church
website.
Pastor introduced the Guest Preacher for the
morning the Rev. Cassius L. Rudolph, newly
installed Pastor of Saints Memorial Community
Church in Willingboro, New Jersey. The subject of
Rev. Rudolph’s sermon was “Stand Firm” from
the biblical text Exodus 14:13.
“Moses was used by God to deliver the Israelites.
Not only Heard Church, but black people in
general have made it through many toils and
snares. We can stand firm today and celebrate our
101st Anniversary, as well as our history, because
God will protect, provide and fight for us. God has
kept Heard Church. We can stand firm on his holy
word and keep pressing on for he has work for us
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More 101st Anniversary Photos/Precious Memories
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IN RECOGNITION OF BLACK HISTORY

Rutgers University, Newark, NJ. Pastor AdkinsJones preached from the book of Solomon, “ a
witness of love that happens between God’s
beautiful people.” His sermon was entitled “Dark
and Lovely.”
The Jazz Vespers hopes to be back to in-person
attendance in March, featuring Russell Malone.

Happy Heavenly Birthday, February 14th, to
Richard Allen who was a minister, educator,
writer and one of America's most active and
influential Black leaders. He founded the African
M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u rc h , t h e f i r s t
independent Black denomination in the United
States. He opened his first AME church (which is
known as Mother Bethel) in 1794 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania.

Stefon Harris

Saturday, February 5th Bethany Baptist Church,
Newark, NJ under leadership of Pastor Timothy
Levi Adkins-Jones and the NJPAC presented
their monthly Jazz Vespers Performance. What a
beautiful kick-off of Black History Month worship through the songs of jazz!
The guest artists performing were the Stefon
Harris Quartet, featuring Stefon Harris
vibraphonist, drummer, Ritchie Goods, pianist
Brandon McCune and Bass player Terreon Gully.
Included in the music was a song written by
Stephon for Newark Mayor Ras J. Baraka
celebrating the love his father had for his mother;
also, a song inspired by the late Duke Ellington,
entitled “Come Sunday”; a blues song called
“Moanin” and “I Love You Porgy” from the
musical Porgy and Bess.
Stefon is a native of New York who married a
Newark resident. He is currently a Professor at

First Sunday of Black History Month Pastor
Bryan S. McAllister preached a profound and
encouraging sermon entitled “Look in the Rear
View Mirror.” “You can’t really know where you
are going,” preached Pastor, “unless you know
where you’ve been.” “When you look in the rear
view mirror, you see obstacles, pain and struggle,
but you also see the hand of God. We see both
individually and collectively that our ancestors
worked too hard for us to stop now. God will fulfill
his purpose in our lives and our purpose in Heard
AME Church.”
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IN RECOGNITION OF BLACK HISTORY
& WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTHS

Thursday, December 9th at 7pm Mt. Pisgah AME
Church, Lawnside, NJ hosted what was called the
Jarena Lee Experience, moderated by the First
Lady, Rev. Dr. Jamie E. Chism. Jarena Lee, for
those who don’t know, was the first woman
licensed to preach in the African Methodist
Episcopal Church.
The Guest preachers present and participating in
this Experience were the Rev. Dr. Erika Crawford,
Pastor of Mt. Zion AME Church in Dover,
Delaware, Rev. Dr. Valerie Bridgeman, Dean and
Vice President of Academic Affairs at Methodist
Theological School in Ohio, Rev. Dr. Leslie
Callahan first woman Pastor of St. Paul Baptist
Church in Philadelphia and Rev. Dr. (Elder) Toni
Belin Ingram, ordained itinerary elder in the AME
Church who is Presiding Elder of the Augusta
North District. If you missed this “Experience” you
missed a real treat. This panel of women in the
ministry were exceptional, so enlightening and
inspiring.
As mentioned by the moderator (First Lady),
Jarena Lee was somebody each of the guest
preachers should have encountered long before
they did. The following quote by Jarena Lee was
shared: “Why should it be thought impossible…
improper for a woman to preach? The Savior died
for a woman as well as a man. If the man may
preach because the Savior died for him, then why
not the woman seeing he died for her also. Is he not
a whole Savior, instead of a half one?” These and
other words by Jarena Lee encouraged Rev.
Callahan to say that Jarena Lee is “obviously
someone moved by a deep sense of call, doing
intellectual, theological work.” About women
preachers today Rev. Dr. Crawford added,

“They are still struggling to get appointments,
parity, equity, approval and acknowledgement.
There are more women coming in the ministry
statistically than man, but not getting the
appointments.”
We hear the familiar bible stories of negative
interpretations of women. The guests agreed
that women need to be exposed in a way that is
“affirmative and uplifting.” Rev. Callahan said
in closing “we all owe a great debt of gratitude
to Jarena Lee and to the God who called her
and to the Methodist tradition that impelled her
to tell her story in writing.” Dr. Bridgeman
encouraged us, in closing, to “Read the stories
of women preachers for it is a part of our
legacy to hear how God has spoken to women
across the ages.” Elder Ingram said in closing to
women preachers and all women “Stand in the
truth of who God created you to be; we are
Jarena’s daughters.” Rev. Dr. Crawford , in
closing, encouraged women to “Write your
story as women of color; start journaling and
documenting; Jarena Lee had no idea we would
be telling her story.”
Having heard these powerful thoughts and
messages, let us stand by our women in ministry
and show them the love and support they
require as we do the men.

1783 to 1864
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Highlights of December 21st
Ordination of the Rev. Kamaria
Byrd-McAllister, First Lady of
Heard AME Church (NJ
Conference Advent And
Ordination Service)

Sis. Wilma S. Robinson

Sis. Patricia Nira Smith

Rev. Reginald McRae

Rev. Dr. Jerome Stembridge

Bishop Julius H. McAllister Sr.
Rev. Dr. Ronald L. Slaughter

March 2022
SPOTLIGHT ON HEARD AMEC YOUTH
Saturday, February 5th, the New Brunswick
District Christian Education Department presented
Its 2022 Virtual Youth of the Year Contest. The
theme was “ Rethinking Church in a Changing
World.” I Corinthians 9: 19-23. Sis. Jasmin Hall
McGriff, a high school senior who won 1st place for
grade 12 in the New Brunswick District Founder’s
Day Essay Contest, participated in this event.
Heard AMEC applauds Jasmin for winning the
Youth of the Year Contest. The selection of the
winner was based on an exam, resume, essay and
talent. Obviously Jasmin’s performance was
outstanding.
Jasmin read her Essay at the 2022 Founder’s Day
Event featuring Essay, Poster & Multimedia
Presentations on February 12th. The title of her
Essay was “In The Eye of the Storm.”

Photo of Jasmin below taken by her mom Sis. Tina
McGriff

Jasmin Hall McGriff
Sunday December 26, Youth Sunday, three of
Heard’s active youth participated in the
worship service. Sis. Jasmin Hall McGriff
was the Worship Leader for the morning.
Jasmin thanked the members of Heard and
others for donating gifts, toys, and money to
support her Toy Drive initiative which she
launched just prior to Christmas. Over 130
toys were donated. The toys were donated to
children at the Forest Hill School in Camden,
New Jersey. Photo of the toy giveaway was
taken by Tina McGriff, Sunday School
Superintendent and Jasmin’s mother .
Also participating in the worship service were
Sis. Jaylynn Worilds who recited the
Invocation and Bro. Jordan Hassan, who read
the Scripture Galatians 4:4-7.
Pastor & Jasmin below at Forest Hill School
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SPOTLIGHT ON HEARD
YOUTH CONT’D.

Adriana & Qiora Rollins reading bios. of

judges at Youth of the Year Contest

Jordan Hassan reading Scripture

Jaylynn
reading the
Invocation

Micah will be
promoting to
1st grade in
September 2022

December 2021 Sis. Madison Boyd began the 1st
Annual- Heard AME Church School- Winter
Clothing Drive. By February 23, 2022, A total of
15 new coats, a few outfits and several hats and
scarves were dropped off at St. Joseph Social
Service Center on 118 Division Street, Elizabeth,
NJ 07201.
Madison Boyd would like to thank all the members
of Heard AME Church for their generous
contributions that enabled the Church School in
reaching out to youth in need. A special shout out
to the WMS Missionary's who supported and
guided this event to the end. Submitted by Tina
McGriff

Photo taken by Sis.
Tiffany McGriff
Congratulations to
Madison for winning
2nd place for 11th
grade in the New
Brunswick District
Founder’s Day Essay
Contest!
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THE ARCHIVES CORNER

CELEBRATING A VERY SPECIAL
LADY
Sunday, November 28th the family of Louise
Rock and Heard Family and friends
celebrated her 100th birthday at the VFW in
Kenilworth, NJ.
Festivities included a variety of food,
accentuated with the serving of beautiful
birthday cake, a live band, and fellowship. It
was a joyful occasion for all. After prayer by
Pastor Bryan McAllister, family and friends
volunteered to say kind words about Ms.
Rock. Seeing her so spry and happy was an
inspiration to everyone.

Bro. Daniel Reuben was born in Newberry,
South Carolina. He came to Heard in 1972 with
his wife Sis. Betty Reuben. He had formerly been
baptist until becoming methodist under the
ministry of Rev. T. R. Goyins. Speaking about
his memories of Heard years ago, he commented
that the membership was large and included
many young people.
Bro. Reuben was and still is a
very active
member. He was appointed to the Trustee Board
by Rev. Goyins and later appointed Chairman of
the Trustee Board. He taught Sunday School
under the supervision of Sis. Sadie McCoy. He
taught Sunday School for over 20 years (the
Junior High Class). Rev. Coaxum appointed him
to finance and the Steward Board , both on
which he currently serves as a member. He sang
in the Senior Choir for over 30 years. He also
sang in the Male Chorus. For 8 years he taught
Basic Computer in the Church computer lab
along with Sis. Karen Riley.
Bro. Reuben shared that his favorite song is
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” which he sings
from the heart. His favorite bible verse is
Ephesians 6:10,11 Put on the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of of the darkness of
the world, against spiritual wickedness in high
places. He and Sis. Betty Reuben are parents of
two sons, Michael who was a former guitar
player at Heard and Ronald who is deceased. 10

CELEBRATING LOUISE ROCK CONT’D.
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March 2022
BIBLE STUDY
When you were a child you learned to listen and to share. Join in and do just that at our weekly
Bible Study with Rev. Naomi Myers teaching, instructing , interpreting Tuesday mornings at
10. Be blessed, educated, encouraged and inspired by her teaching and the voices of her
attendees.

Rev. Myers has been an Associate Minister at Heard AME Church in Roselle New Jersey since
2003, where Rev. Bryan S. McAllister is the pastor. There she functions as coordinator of the
Health Ministry and morning Bible Class teacher. Rev. Myers was ordained a Local Deacon in
2001 and Local Elder in 2003. She has held active membership in the AME Women in Ministry
since its beginning serving as Worship Leader for the New Brunswick Presiding Elder District
and most recently for the New Jersey Annual Conference. Rev. Myers has attended New York
City Community College, graduating in 1980 with an Associate Degree in Nursing and has
worked as a registered nurse in Behavioral Health and Health Administration for most of her
nursing career. Rev. Myers attended Pillar College, graduating in 2015 with a Bachelor's in
Psychology and Counseling, Biblical (currently Missio) Seminary graduating in 2018 with a
Master's in Ministry and is scheduled to graduate shortly from Pillar College with a Master's
in Counseling. Rev Myers holds certificates of completion since 2016, for two units of CPE
towards board certification for chaplaincy. She is the (now) single mother of two adult ladies
who enjoy serving others professionally in fields of healthcare and insurance. Rev. Myers loves
to read, sing, sew, swim and play the piano. Her favorite scripture is Isaiah 41:10, her favorite
song is Great is Thy Faithfulness and she relies on God for everything.

March 2022 Bible Class Schedule
March 1 II Corinthians 12

March 22 Galatians 2

March 8 II Corinthians 13

March 29 Galatians 3

March 15

Galatians 1
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March 2022
The Installation of Rev. Cassius L. Rudolph ( a family member & friend of Heard AMEC) as
Pastor of Saints Memorial Community Church, Willingboro, NJ February 26, 2022
Photos taken by
Sis. Tina McGriff
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Lift Every Voice and Sing
BY JAMES WELDON JOHNSON
A group of young men in Jacksonville, Florida, arranged to celebrate Lincoln’s birthday in 1900. My
brother, J. Rosamond Johnson, and I decided to write a song to be sung at the exercises. I wrote the
words and he wrote the music. Our New York publisher, Edward B. Marks, made mimeographed
copies for us, and the song was taught to and sung by a chorus of five hundred colored school children.
Shortly afterwards my brother and I moved away from Jacksonville to New York, and the song passed
out of our minds. But the school children of Jacksonville kept singing it; they went off to other schools
and sang it; they became teachers and taught it to other children. Within twenty years it was being
sung over the South and in some other parts of the country. Today the song, popularly known as the
Negro National Hymn, is quite generally used.
The lines of this song repay me in an elation, almost of exquisite anguish, whenever I hear them sung by
Negro children.
Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the listening skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us,
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us.
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,
Let us march on till victory is won.
Stony the road we trod,
Bitter the chastening rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.
God of our weary years,
Shadowed beneath Thy hand,
God of our silent tears,
May we forever stand
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
True to our God
Thou who hast by Thy might
True to our native land.
Led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God,
Source: Complete Poems (2000)
where we met Thee,
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world,
we forget Thee;
IF YOU DON’T KNOW THIS SONG, YOU CAN LEARN IT IN 2022.
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